Railway Administration
and figures for cost per mile, which fall till 1934, take an
upward movement. The electrification of the section
between Tambaram and Madras Beach has drawn traffic*
to a large extent off the road and has conferred the benefit
of a quick and frequent suburban service because of the
low costs per mile. The social effects of this have been the
almost phenomenal growth in suburbia around Madras.
The laying of the electric line resulted m the spreading out
of people from Madras city proper and in their settling
in places like Saidapet and Mambalam. So beneficial
have been the results that even these places are rapidly
getting congested so that the process of extension will have
to continue. The economic development of these places
can be judged from the rise in the value of house-sites
from about Bs. 150 to Rs. 700 or 800 in important
thoroughfares. If the line were to be extended as far as
Chingleput, as it is proposed, it would lead to greater
revenue and a higher standard of living. The G.LP. has
the largest electric system in India and is thereby able
to provide a very efficient and speedy service between
Bombay and Poona. What the GXP. Railway has done,
surely the South Indian Railway could do, though probably
on a smaller scale.
With the increasing competition offered to the railways
by the road motor vehicle, the position of passenger traffic
on the railways gives grave cause for apprehension. It is
common knowledge that the conditions of third class travel
are none too good. The difficulties are felt all the keener
when long distance journeys have got to be undertaken.
Compartments are usually very heavily over-crowded, and
on a hot summer's day the difficulties are truly great.
Moreover, the sphere of road competition lies within a
circuit of 50 miles wMch is a fairly short distance. la our
analysis of passenger travel, we found that nearly 51 per
eent of passenger traffic was within a zone of 25 mites, I*
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